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Unit ¢

Introduction to City Rail Service

PRELUDE

Urban rail transit is a term for various types of local rail systems providing
passenger service within and around urban or suburban areas. The set of urban rail
systems can be roughly subdivided into the following categories: tram (or streetcar,
trolley car), light rail, metro (rapid transit, underground, subway, tube), maglev train

and so on.

OBJECTIVES

In this unit, you will:

< learn different kinds of urban rail transit;

< learn about the metro system in Guangzhou, China and the world’s metro
systems;

<~ learn some useful expressions for talking about subway trips;

< enhance your presentation skill by working out a presentation on world’s

metro systems.



Section I Warm-up

I . Can you match the English terms for different kinds of urban rail
transit with the corresponding picture?

- AT T




@ subway
@ maglev train
® streetcar
@ light rail



1. How many of these rail transportation have you ever taken? Can you
tell the differences between them?

Section II Passage Reading

In this section, you will learn about metro systems and the development of

metro systems in China.

Metro System

A rapid transit, underground, subway, tube, or metro system is a railway—
usually in an urban area—with high passenger capacities and frequency of service.

In most parts of the world these systems are known as a “metro” which is short
for “metropolitan”. The term “subway” is used in many American systems as well
as in Glasgow, Britain and Toronto, Canada. The system in London uses the terms
“underground” and “tube”. Systems in Germany are called “U-Bahn”, which stands
for “untergrundbahn” (underground track). Many systems in East and Southeast
Asia such as Taipei, Chian and Singapore are called MRT which stands for Mass
Rapid Transit.

Today China boasts both the world’s longest and second longest metro systems.
Out of the Top 10 busiest metro systems in the world, 4 of them are in China. The
first subway in China was built in Beijing in 1969. The Tianjin Metro followed in
1984. The Shanghai Metro despite being the world’s longest only started operating
in 1993. Since 2000, the growth of rapid transit systems in Chinese cities has
accelerated. From 2009 to 2015, China planned to build 87 mass transit rail lines,
totaling 2,495 km, in 25 cities at the cost of ¥ 988.6 billion. Of the new metro
systems to be built by 2015, 16% will be in the Pearl River Delta, 25% in the
Yangtze River Delta and 24% in the Beijiag—Tianjin—Hebei Region. Currently up
to 21 cities in China have metro systems in operation while a lot more subways are

under construction or have been planned in Chinese cities.



Vocabulary

transit ['treenzit] n.
tube ['tju:b] n.
boast [baust] V.
accelerate  [ok'selorert] .
operation [ ppa'reyn] n.
subway [snbwer] n.
metro ['metrav] n.

Pearl River Delta
Yangtze River Delta
Beijiag—Tianjin—Hebei Region

under construction

Exercises

B4, BfAR%

(D HFgaE, Mk &, &7, AT
WA, DA EZE, Dl R
IR, fek, g

zg, BfE, B%

(US) Hb FELiE, ik

Hh Rk, Mgk

BRI = A

KT =AM

B IX

TERE W

I . Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)

according to the passage.

( )

1. Metro systems are usually built in suburban areas.

( ) 2. All countries do not use the same term to refer to a metro system.

( ) 3. China has the longest metro system while America has the second
longest.

( ) 4. In China, all metro systems are built in the Pearl River Delta,
Yangtze River Delta and the Jingjinji region whose economy is
developing fast.

( ) 5. More metro systems will be built in China.

II. Give brief answers to the following questions.

1. What are the two features of metro systems?

2. How do the British call a metro system?




3. When and where was the first metro system built in China?

4. In how many cities are subways operated currently in China?

5. Is China building and planning more metro systems?

1II. Discussion

Talk to your partner. You may ask him/her the following questions:
< Do you often take the subway?

<> Which subway station is nearest to your home?

< Have you ever travelled by metro in other cities?

< How do you like the metro system in other cities?

Section [II Dialogues

In this section, you will hear two dialogues. In Dialogue 1, you will learn to
give instructions on taking the subway. In Dialogue 2, you will learn to talk about

experience of subway trips.

Dialogue 1

I . Listen and supply the missing words. Then listen and repeat.

Situation: Daisy has just entered Panyu Square Station and she is now at the
Customer Service Center, asking for the way to Pazhou Station.
Daisy: Excuse me, could you please tell me how to get to Pazhou
Station from here?
Conductor: Sure. First you’ll have to buy a ticket to (1) on the

subway. The Pazhou Station is on Line 8, so you’ll have to



Daisy:

Conductor:

Daisy:

Conductor:

Daisy:

Conductor:

2) . It costs 8 yuan.
And after I buy the ticket, where should I go?

First take train Line 3 from here, and then you’ll have to transfer

to Line 8 at Kecun, which is an (3) . After you transfer,
take the Line 8 train which is (4) Wanshengwei
Station.

So I should take Line 3 and get off at Kecun. Then I transfer to
Line 8 and (5) Pazhou Station.

Yes. That is right.

Thank you very much.

It’s my pleasure.

II. Suppose you and your partner are now in Hanxichanglong Station of
Guangzhou Metro. Your partner needs to go to Martyrs’ Park Station (Zumiao
Station). You Should tell him/her how to get there.

Dialogue 2

Listen to the dialogue and decide whether the following sentences are “right”,

“wrong” or “not mentioned”.

Situation: Mary has just made a subway trip. She is now talking about her

experience in the subway with her friend Robin.

1. Mary enjoyed herself during the subway trip.

A. Right.

B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.

2. Mary went into the train all on her own.

A. Right.

B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.

3. Mary was lucky to find a seat in the train.

A. Right.

B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.

4. Mary got off at the Bridge Station as she had planned.

A. Right.

B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.



Section [V Speaking

I . Preparation for the speaking activities.

Work in groups and collect information on world’s most impressive metro
systems in different countries and regions like America, Britain, etc. The following
information may serve as a reference.

The Shanghai Metro is the longest metro system by route length.

The New York City Subway has the most stations.

The London Underground is the oldest metro system.

The Tokyo Metro and Toei lines that compose Tokyo’s massive (B K )
subway system carry almost 8 million people each day, making it the busiest system

in the world.
II. Work in pairs to make dialogues on the following situations.

A: Michael has read a book on metro systems recently. He is now talking with
Susan about world’s most impressive subway systems.

B: Bob and Lily are now pursuing their studies in Guangzhou. They often take
the subway. Now they are talking about Guangzhou’s metro system, sharing

with each other what they know about it.

Useful Expressions

Have you ridden different subway systems in different countries, or cities?
How do you like them?

P 3 A S AN [ [ 5 B4R T 0 M Bk 0 2 AR U G A 1R S B T Y 2R R
ARE?

Do you know which city has the longest metro system?

R SR T R 38 I Y e B 2 B i R 2

Do you know what is special about London’s metro system?

PRENTEAS FHBR R Rl 2 Ak iy 2

What do you think of Guangzhou’s metro system?

WEABRT MK HEL?



What are the differences between Guangzhou Metro and that of your country?
J7 N R AT ARATT B R B A X ?

Guangzhou’s metro system was first built in...

PN HBEE B e

Do you know how many lines Guangzhou Metro has been in operation currently?

PREDGE ) N R ILAEAT L2k ER e da B 1y ?

Section V Extended Exercises

I . Work in groups, go online, search for information and fill in the
blanks with citys’ names.

1. had the earliest underground railway system in the world.
2. The world’s busiest metro system is in
3. subway runs for 24 hours a day.

4. The world’s longest metro system is in

II. Translate the following sentences from Chinese to English.

L B — SR sl ), EHE R b, (B2 gt
B, RN =

2. MhERAIERBE R BRI B, i H AR AR B
3. BRI N 36 & BN
4, {ERGEIFWE ST, 18 E A H A 00

5. VP2 DUARERPLIT H XS & 23 IF PR Bk i 10 2%, b dn P 77 (90 T ol P Bk B 2 i
T HEAHA .

III. Supplementary reading.

Guangzhou Metro

Guangzhou Metro was the fourth metro system to be built in mainland



China,after those of Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai.

It was not until 1993 that construction of the first line, Line 1, officially began.
Line 1 opened four years later in 1997 with five stations in operation.

As of December 2013, Guangzhou Metro has nine lines in operation, namely
Line 1, Line 2, Line 3, Line 4, Line 5, Line 6, Line 8, Guangfo Line, and Pearl
River New Town APM. A major portion of the metro system services the urban
areas of the city, while Lines 2, 3 and 4 also reach into the suburban areas in Huadu,
Baiyun District, Panyu and Nansha; Guangfo Line connects Guangzhou and Foshan
and is the first intercity underground metro line in the country. Daily service hours
start at 6:00 am and end at midnight, and ridership averages 5.63 million. Having
delivered 2.054 billion rides in 2013, Guangzhou Metro is the sixth busiest metro
system in the world, after the metro systems of Tokyo, Seoul, Moscow, Beijing, and
Shanghai. Guangzhou Metro operates 164 stations, including 21 interchange
stations, and 260.5 km of tracks.

Extensive development of the metro network has been planned for the decade
of 2011—2020. Three new lines, Line 7, Line 9 and Line 13, and extensions of Line
6, Line 8 and Guangfo Line are already under construction and expected to be
completed between 2015 and 2017. Total operational capacity is scheduled to
exceed 600 km by 2020.

) Currently Currently Under
System Information ) )
Operational Construction
Locale Guangzhou
Began operation 28 June 1997 ﬂ Southern Section

E Lines in ’ Phase |
operation Phase |
' : e 'B:08d 8 EEE
] { Nz of stations 147 (List) BEED i

Network length 2406 km (150 mi) Sofein S

Guangzhou Metro : E Phase |
W“‘H@ﬁ 7.844 million (5 Nov 2010 Phase |
Ridership record)

1.990 billion (2013 annual)

(Extracted and adapted from www. Wikipedia.com)


http://www.wikipedia.com/

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions according to your
comprehension of the reading.
1. The first line of Guangzhou Metro was put into operation in
A. 1993 B. 1997 C. 2011 D. 2013
2. Which of the following lines of Guangzhou Metro has not been in operation

yet
A. Line 2 B. Line 5 C. Line 6 D. Line 13

3. When does Guangzhou Metro start every day?
A. 6:00 am B. 6:15 am C. 6:25 am D. 6:35 am
4. The following lines are under construction except
A. Line 3 B. Line 7 C. Line 9 D. Line 13
5. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. Guangzhou Metro is the busiest metro system in China.
B. A major portion of Guangzhou’s metro system services the suburban
areas.
C. Guangfo Line is China’s first intercity underground metro line.

D. Guangzhou is the fifth city in China to have metro system.



