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Yunnan, a province located in the southwest, China, adjoining many
countries in Southeast Asia. The red land area of 394,000 square metres has
the most varied topography in China. On this land tower aloft many snow
mountains including Meili Snow Mountain, Biluo Snow Mountain, Baima
Snow Mountain, Haba Snow Mountain, and Yulong Snow Mountain. Charming
plateau lakes like Dianchi Lake, Lugu Lake, Fuxian Lake and Erhai Lake
beautify the red plateau land—The Central Yunnan Region (including four
cities in Yunnan: Kunming, Qujing, Chuxiong and Yuxi). Thousands of big and
small lakes and streams converge into six rivers including Dulong River, Nu
River, Lancang River, Jinsha River, Yuan River and Nanpan River that run
down in a grandeur way, creating the most magnificent high mountain canyon
groups represented by Tiger Leap Gorge. The Jinsha River in cocurrent flow in
the south takes a sharp turn in the shape of V, becoming the cradle of Chinese
civilization, and this is the well-known First Bay of Yangtze River. The
multi-dimensional shaping in small scale is also wonderful, like the limestone
formed by rainfall erosion, which is much like the karst cave in the Peach
Blossom Garden described by Tao Yuanming, and the amazing
landscape—Soil Hills formed by rainfall erosion.

Yunnan has the multi-dimensional geographical environment and various

climates. There are seven climate zones within 900 km from the south to the



north, equivalent to the climate change from Hainan island to Heilongjiang,
northeast, China. Various climates breed biodiversity and make it more
possible for the reproduction of living creatures, which wins Yunnan the
prestige of “The Kingdom of Plants” in China with more than 18,000 kinds of
advanced plants that accounts for half of the total number nationwide. Yunnan
is also known as “The Kingdom of Animals” in China with various beasts,
birds and fish accounting for over 50% of the total nationwide.

Yunnan, being a “cradle of ethnic minorities”, has nourished 26 ethnic
groups, becoming the permanent home to these 26 minorities out of the total
56 in China, and thus becomes the province owning the most minorities in
China. Various languages, festivals and delicious foods and different dwelling
houses as well as production styles create rich, colorful, magical, and
harmoniously co-existential romances and cultures.

From mountains to rivers, from animals to plants, from cultures to
industries, Yunnan, where various elements and cultures come together for a
colorful life, is such an unprecedented province in China.

Yunnan, a mysterious land gathering various and colorful elements,
waiting for you to pay a visit and rediscover its uniqueness that will be beyond

your expectation and imagination.
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Section One  Spring City—Kunming

Though located in the remote area of Southwest China, Kunming is
actually world-renowned and attracting millions of visitors every year.
Kunming, nicknamed Spring City, is the provincial capital of Yunnan, and the
key city in the west part of China approved by the State Council. By 2019,
areas under its administration include 7 districts, 6 counties, 1 county-level
city as well as 6 autonomous counties, amounting to 21,012.54 square
kilometers. According to the seventh population census carried out in Nov.
2020, there are 8,460 thousand residents living here permanently.

Kunming is located in Southwest China and in the middle of
Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau. It has the unique location of “connecting the coastal
areas through Guizhou and Guangxi in the east, entering Central China via
Sichuan and Chongqing in the north, reaching Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and
Cambodia in the south, and exchanging with Myanmar, India and Pakistan in
the west”. Situated at the intersection of the north-south international corridor
and the third east-west Eurasian land bridge, it is also a gateway city for China
to open to Southeast Asia and South Asia.

Kunming is a famous National Historical and Cultural City. As early as
30,000 years ago, people lived and multiplied around Dianchi Lake. In 278 BC,

the Kingdom of Dian was established and its capital was set here. In 765,
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Nanzhao State built Tuodong City, which was the beginning of Kunming. At
the end of the Ming Dynasty, the Yongli regime established its capital in
Kunming.

Kunming enjoys a mountainous monsoon climate and a mountain
landscape. It is surrounded by mountains on three sides and faces Dianchi
Lake in the south. Because of its location on the low latitude plateau, it has a
“springlike climate all year round” and enjoys the reputation of “Spring
City”.

Kunming China Import and Export Fair, China International Travel Mart
and Kunming China International Tourism Festival make Kunming one of the
major exhibition cities in China. It ranked twenty-third in the Best Commercial
Cities in Mainland China in 2018, and was reconfirmed the National Health
City. In Deceber 2019, the National Ethnic Affairs Commission of the People’s
Republic of China granted Kunming as “National Demonstration City for

Ethnic Unity and Progress”.

Think and Discuss:
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